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THREE CONSIDERATIONS 
ABOUT KN95 MASKS 
When it comes to selecting a respirator, some may 
believe that N95s and KN95s provide the same, 
consistent level of protection. However, there are three 
key considerations that should be evaluated before 
selecting a KN95:

1. Do you trust the source?

A. With the increased demand for facial protection,
many counterfeit products have entered the
healthcare market. These counterfeit products may
not be capable of providing appropriate respiratory
protection to workers. To help ensure that you are
using a high-quality product that meet U.S. standards
for effectiveness, NIOSH offers a website with a list
of NIOSH-approved N95 respirators.1

2. Does the mask provide a proper fit?

A. Not all respirators are designed the same and sizes
can vary by manufacturer. In order to get the highest
level of respiratory protection from potentially
infectious viral or bacterial contaminants, properly
fitted respirators must create a tight seal on the
wearer’s face.2 Per OSHA guidelines, fit testing
should be conducted annually; a passing fit test
result indicates that the respirator achieves proper fit,
and thus a high level of protection, for the wearer.3

Healthcare personnel wanting to use a specific N95
must first pass a fit test while wearing the desired
respirator.

3. What type of head strap is used to affix the mask?

A. For N95s, NIOSH requires a head strap that goes fully
around the head to consistently create a proper seal
between the respirator and the face. Many KN95s
rely on ear loops to secure the respirator, which
based on limited assessment of ear loop designs,
indicate difficulty achieving a proper fit.4

Gaps in the seal to the wearer’s face can let
potentially infectious respiratory aerosols leak in or
out around the edges of the mask.2 This can increase
the risk of infection to  the wearer or those around
them.
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On June 30, 2021 the FDA announced the  
revocation of the Emergency Use Authorization 
for Non-NIOSH approved disposable  
respirators, including KN95s, to be used in the 
healthcare setting by healthcare personnel.5

Signs that a N95 respirator may 
be counterfeit:6
• No markings at all on the filtering

facepiece respirator
• No NIOSH approval (TC) number on

filtering facepiece respirator or
headband

• No NIOSH markings
• NIOSH spelled incorrectly
• Presence of decorative fabric or other

decorative add-ons (e.g., sequins)
• Claims for the of approval for children

(NIOSH does not approve any type of
respiratory protection for children)

• Filtering facepiece respirator has ear
loops instead of headbands
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